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LEGEND FOR ABBREVIATIONS
USED IN THE
FIELD REPORT FORMS

By Don Gardner, RCA

RV: Remove volunieers. The areas around and between the trees

DW:

Rep.:

Train;

Vines:

has been mowed using a tractor and shredder for many years.
Fortunately, the mowers stayed away from the bases of trees
and did not regularly hit them, which is often the case.
However, in the spaces between the mowed areas and the tree
trunk bases, many young sapling trees have grown. They
range from one-half inch to three inches in diameter. In
many instances there are so many volunteer trees and shrubs
around the bases, one can barely get to the tree. The
volunteer tree root systems are becoming interwoven with
the large tree’s root system. All of these volunteers must be
removed. This work must be done carefully and sensitively.

Prune dead wood two inches in diameter and larger. Pruning

large dead and decayed wood minimizes and prevenis larger
decay in trees, prevents many structural problems from
happening, and preserves the tree many more years. Proper
and skilled pruning, according to International Society of
Arboriculture standards, is critical to preserving trees.

Repair is a pruning term that means to prune broken branches

(usnally caused by high winds) properly so the wound
will close and decay will be minimized.

When tree crowns grow into each other, become tangled and

branches interwoven, training prunes to separate the trees
so they don’t constantly rub wounds and cause broken and
dead branches.

Wild grape vines and poison ivy vines are not good for trees.

They eventually shade out and break canopy branches.
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Don Gardner
Consulting Arborist

Registered Consulting Arborist #438
Certified Arborist TX0228

PECANS ON
THE GROVE SITE

November 7, 2015

For: AGR Bull Creek

I examined all protected trees on this entire site in February and
March, 2015.

The magnificent live oak groove is a natural wonder., How can trees
this old be so healthy and vigorous? Now, the job is to make sure
they stay healthy. Protecting 3/4 of the critical root zone, which
I’ve heard is proposed, is one of the ways to do that.

Most of the pecans on the site, however, are an altogether different
story. They are all planted pecan varieties, not native pecans.

Orchardists have been developing new pecan varieties for decades.
None are as good a tree (i.e., hardy, strong structure, long-lasting)
as the old, original native varieties. Some varieties are better than
others, but some are truly horrendous and should have never gotten
out into the landscape market.

These varieties are not good, strong pecan trees, but are weak with
multiple structural issues. They have more in common with Arizona
ash trees, with notorious flaws, than with native pecan trees.

The health of a tree can go bad, or the structure can go bad.

The structural issues with the pecans in question include, 1} poor
branch attachment, 2) co-dominant trunks with one trunk growing
laterally, not upward, and 3) included bark that holds water, and

decays easily and rapidly.

Post Office Box 340268, Austin, Texas 78734 - Telephone (512) 263-2586 - Fax (512) 263-0251



Don Gardner Pecans @ The Groove
Consulting Arborist Page 2

In addition, pecans have the reputation for branch breakage, which
they deserve. And, it can be counted.on, the newer varieties will
break when they get a little size and weight on them.

Further, due to prolonged heat and drought, many of the pecans at
this site, like pecans all over central Texas, have major crown
dieback, with all the decay and structural issues that come with
large dead wood.

Someone planted poor pecan varieties and they lasted a while. But
now, the trees are coming apart. They should be removed.

Unfortunately, the pecans are not good, strong, long-lived natives
like the live oaks in the groove.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Don Gardner, RCA
Registered Consulting Arborist #438
Certified Arborist TX 0228



Don Gardner
Consulting Arborist
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Certified Arborist TX0228

FAX

2-10-2015

13 PAGES TOTAL

To: Robert Deegan

From: Don Gardner, Consulting Arborist Em/

Enclosed please find the 12 pages ngg%gileigtion forms
for the Milestone project.
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